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H-CAN 2018 NOVEMBER VOTERS GUIDE 

Pennsylvania's midterm election is on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. Polls will 
be open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. Visit the PA Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania website for more election information. 

Download a printable version of the H-CAN General Election Voting 
Guide. 

CANDIDATES 

Senatorial candidates 
Gubernatorial candidates 
Lieutenant Gubernatorial candidates 
5th Congressional District candidates 
7th Congressional District Candidates - Special Election 
163rd State Representative candidates 
166th State Representative candidates 

 

How did we get this information? We gathered content from candidate 
websites, from statements that candidates offered in response to our email 
requests, and from public candidate statements. Because much of this 
information came directly from the candidates, H-CAN takes no responsibility 
for any information that may be erroneous. You’ll see several issues 
highlighted for each candidate; these are the issues that appear to matter the 
most to these candidates, based on their public statements. We invite you to 
use this guide as a starting place to help you further research candidates that 
interest you. 

H-CAN does not support or endorse any specific candidates. 
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Senatorial Candidates 

DEMOCRATIC SENATORIAL CANDIDATE 

BOB CASEY JR. 

 

Bob Casey Jr.'s website. 
Education and Children. Casey guided into law the Continuum of 
Learning Act, a bill to make early learning a part of a continuum of 
learning working in concert with the K-12 system. Casey is an advocate 
for the food and nutritional needs of American families and children, and 
has been a strong advocate for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) and other nutrition programs that help vulnerable 
children and families in Pennsylvania. 
Middle Class Incomes. Casey’s aim is to grow incomes for middle 
class families so that they can make ends meet. During his time in the 
Senate, Casey has fought to increase the minimum wage, ensure equal 
pay for equal work, and enhance worker protections. 
Disabilities. Casey was the prime Senate sponsor of landmark 
legislation for individuals with disabilities, the Stephen Beck Jr. 
Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE). ABLE will allow millions 
of families across the United States to save for the long term care of 
their loved ones with a disability in a tax-advantage savings account. 
Sexual Assault Survivors. Casey passed into law the Campus Sexual 
Violence Elimination Act. The Campus SaVE Act requires uniform 

https://bobcasey.com/


reporting standards for sexual assaults on college campuses and 
requires schools to provide clear guidelines to students on their sexual 
assault policies. 
Social Security/Medicare. Casey believes we should honor our 
promises to seniors by protecting Social Security and Medicare. As a 
member of the Senate Committee on Aging, Casey has worked to 
crackdown on scams that target seniors. He has also introduced 
legislation to ensure that older workers are not discriminated against 
based on their age. 
Casey’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 
The top three issues I am focused on are increasing access to 
affordable health care, protecting the programs Pennsylvanians 
depend on, and helping working families get ahead. That means 
stopping the Trump administration’s sabotage of our healthcare system, 
defeating Republican attacks on Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security, and fighting to raise wages, protect the rights of organized 
labor, and eliminate the obstacles holding working families back.  
Endorsements: 

Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
NRA grade: F 
Pennsylvania American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (PA AFL-CIO) 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
Sierra Club 
Planned Parenthood Scorecard: 75% 

 
REPUBLICAN SENATORIAL CANDIDATE 

LOU BARLETTA 

https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
https://gunsensevoter.org/
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
https://www.sierraclub.org/pennsylvania/2018-endorsements


 

Lou Barletta's website 
Fiscal issues. Barletta voted for middle-class tax cuts in the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act. As Chairman of the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee’s Subcommittee on Economic Development, 
Public Buildings, and Emergency Management, Barletta implemented a 
policy to move federal agencies into smaller spaces and adopt 
long-term leases at lower rates, saving taxpayers nearly $4 billion. He 
has also supported a balanced budget amendment to the Constitution. 
Immigration. Barletta led the fight in the House against Obama’s 
executive amnesty, introduced and advocated for legislation to cut off all 
federal funding to sanctuary cities, introduced legislation to make 
overstaying a visa a criminal offense, and co-sponsored legislation to 
levy a two percent fee on wire transfers sent south of our border and 
use that revenue to pay for the southern border wall. 
Job growth. Barletta supported removing regulations that impeded job 
creation and growth for farmers, home builders, manufacturers, and 
contractors. He has led efforts to find new markets for coal while 
reclaiming coal waste piles, to revitalize PA’s industrial base and protect 
jobs.  
Addiction/Opioids. Barletta voted to support increased opioid 
overdose prevention and monitoring efforts, as well as efforts to stop the 
flow of drugs into our country. Barletta was one of 35 House members 
to serve on a conference committee with the Senate to negotiate 
comprehensive legislation addressing our nation’s heroin and opioid 

http://www.loubarletta.com/


crisis. That bill, which was signed into law, included Barletta’s legislation 
protecting babies born addicted to drugs. 
Healthcare tax credits. Barletta introduced the House bill, since 
passed into law, requiring the federal government to verify a person’s 
eligibility for healthcare tax credits before payment. 
Barletta’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 
My top three priorities are keeping Pennsylvania’s families safe, 
protecting Pennsylvania jobs, and standing up for the men and 
women who serve our communities. More than anything, people 
want someone willing to fight for them, when no one else will. That’s 
what I have always done, and that’s why I’m running for the U.S. 
Senate. 
Endorsements: 

NRA grade: A 
Planned Parenthood Scorecard: 3% 

 
GREEN SENATORIAL CANDIDATE 

NEAL GALE 

 

Neal Gale’s website. 
Environment. Gale believes the danger posed by our changing climate 
cannot be overstated. He would work toward legislation that would 
adopt the framework of the Green New Deal designed to repurpose our 
existing economy and transform our energy infrastructure to 100% 
clean, renewable energy by 2030. 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://www.gale2018.com/


Immigration. Gale supports the extension of DACA, the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals policy, as well as the Dream Act to provide 
a path for citizenship for all immigrant children. DACA has improved 
employment conditions for eligible immigrants and reduced the number 
of illegal immigrant households living in poverty. It is almost certainly a 
net benefit to the U.S. economy and the nation as a whole. 
Social Justice. He supports the Equal Rights Amendment for women, 
will work to promote equal civil rights for all by developing a national 
education program to discuss and education citizens about our racial 
and religious history with multicultural, multiracial perspectives. He 
would fight against for-profit prisons, work with law enforcement on bias 
and community-appropriate responses to police calls, and redesign our 
approach to managing drug addiction in the face of the opioid crisis. 
Gale’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Remove corporate, PAC, lobbyist, and other special interests' 
money from the political process, to end the influence of those 
groups on specific legislation and the buying of political favors. 
Generate the political will at the federal level of government to 
implement a transition from our existing fossil fuel economy to a 
100% renewable energy economy, acknowledging the existential 
threat that climate change represents. 
Reform our economic model to favor all of our citizens, not just 
the wealthiest 1%. This will include the re-regulation of the 
financial industries and the recognition that the economy should 
support a baseline standard of living, below which no one may be 
allowed to fall. 

 
LIBERTARIAN SENATORIAL CANDIDATE 

DALE L. KERNS, JR. 



 

Dale Kern, Jr.’s website 
Gun Policy. Dale Kerns opposes all restrictions on the second 
amendment. 
Career Politicians. Kerns pledges to serve only one term in the 
Senate, and would not accept a taxpayer-funded pension or healthcare. 
Women’s Health. Kerns would vote for judges who will overturn Roe v. 
Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey so that the issue of abortion 
can return to the state level. He would also vote to defund Planned 
Parenthood. 
Education. Kerns wants to abolish the Department of Education and 
would propose legislation to grant to families the right for their tax 
dollars to attach to their children and have this funding follow these 
students to whichever school districts they find to be the best. 
Healthcare. Kerns supports changing the tax treatment of 
employer-provided health insurance and expanding Health Savings 
Accounts, so that insurance can become personal and portable, and 
would promote the ability to purchase insurance across state lines. 
Kerns favors Medicare vouchers supplied to each individual which they 
can then spend on private insurance and would allow states more 
options in using their Medicaid funds through block grants. 
Kern’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

We must address the opioid epidemic and end the War on Drugs. 
When I get to the US Senate, I will sponsor legislation that will 
fundamentally change how we view drug problems and move our 
system to one similar to Portugal or Switzerland, where drug 
addiction is treated as a medical issue. 

https://dalekerns.com/


Education is one of the most important issues our nation and 
Commonwealth face. As a father to two daughters, I am not 
pleased with the options (or lack thereof) that most parents have. I 
will vote to abolish the federal Department of Education and return 
decisions to parents, students, and local communities. 
Our immigration system is broken. It can take decades for 
individuals to immigrate to this country legally. We should 
welcome those who come to the United States to make a better 
life for their families. Our communities have been built on the hard 
work of immigrants. I will vote to abolish ICE and to reform our 
immigration system by making it easier for good people to 
legally immigrate. 

Gubernatorial Candidates 

DEMOCRATIC GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 

TOM WOLF 

 

Tom Wolf's website 
Background: Current Governor of Pennsylvania, elected in 2014. 
Education. Wolf has increased public school funding by 15 percent in 
the last three years and enacted a fair funding formula that removes 
politics from school funding. He has also increased the number of 
children attending Pre-K by 64% and the number of students in full-day 
kindergarten has risen to 93,800. 

https://www.wolfforpa.com/


Job Growth. Wolf has approved nearly $1 million in funding through the 
new Manufacturing PA initiative for new training programs across PA for 
high-paying job in manufacturing; he also passed a manufacturing tax 
credit and eliminated the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax on 
businesses. $6 billion in infrastructure improvements have helped fund 
jobs across the state. He continues to fight for a statewide minimum 
wage increase to $12 an hour, tied to inflation. 
Healthcare. Wolf fully expanded Medicaid under the Affordable Care 
Act and increased CHIP enrollment by 20%. He also created a task 
force to enhance the quality of care for seniors in long-term living 
facilities and signed a bill that legalized medical marijuana, providing 
medical relief to patients with serious medical conditions. 
Reproductive issues. Wolf vetoed a bill that would have narrowed the 
window on how long women have to get a legal abortion from six 
months to five months. 
Wolf’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Investing in our kids and schools: I have made clear my strong 
commitment to education in Pennsylvania by fully restoring 
education funding cuts made in the previous administration, 
providing unprecedented support to high-quality preK programs, 
and ensuring students are college and career ready by expanding 
opportunities for career and technical education. 
Grow jobs and support workers: I have eliminated burdensome 
taxes on businesses like the Capital Stock and Franchise Tax and 
I am working to grow the economy by moving forward on large 
projects. I have and will continue to invest in manufacturing, 
apprenticeships, and workforce development initiatives. 
rotect our seniors and access to health care: I took immediate 
action to provide health insurance to more than 720,000 
Pennsylvanians by expanding Medicaid, and under my 
administration the commonwealth’s uninsured rate is the lowest it 
has ever been. I have also increased opportunities for seniors to 
age in their homes. 



Endorsements: 
Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
National Organization for Women (NOW)  
NRA grade: F 
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
Pennsylvania American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (PA AFL-CIO) 
Planned Parenthood 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
Sierra Club 

 
REPUBLICAN GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 

SCOTT WAGNER 

  

 

Scott Wagner's website 
Background: State Senator for the 28th District, in southwestern PA, 
since 2014. Wagner is the President and owner of York-based Penn 
Waste, Inc. and KBS Trucking in Thomasville, Pennsylvania. He is 
endorsed by Pennsylvania’s Republican Party. 
Taxes. Wagner supports legislation that would eliminate school taxes 
on all properties and raise sales and income taxes.  He would 
implement zero-based budgeting to reduce government spending and 
would halt tax increases. 

https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
https://pennsylvanianow.org/
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://gunsensevoter.org/
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://www.plannedparenthoodpa.org/vg.php#Governor
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
https://www.sierraclub.org/pennsylvania/2018-endorsements
http://wagnerforgov.com/


Education. Wagner supports taxpayer-funded school choice. He would 
divert money away from the state employee pension program and it put 
towards schools. He would end property tax reliance and address 
funding inequity. He would work toward preparing children to fill STEM 
jobs and skilled labor positions. 
PA Legislature. Wagner wants to reduce the size of the state 
legislature, and abolish lawmaker per diems, pensions, and lifetime 
health insurance plans. He would seek to ban former legislators from 
lobbying and prohibit lobbying firms from engaging in campaign work. 
Climate. Wagner rejects the scientific consensus on climate change, 
having asserted in March 2017 that climate change is the result of Earth 
moving closer to the Sun and from greater body heat emanating from a 
greater number of humans. 
Wagner’s Top 2 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Overhauling governmental impositions is a top priority. On day 
one, I will employ zero-based budgeting, introducing a transparent 
budget process that will make sense for taxpayers and investing 
in what works to end wasteful and ineffective spending. With over 
153,000 regulations and a regulatory authority out of control, 
meaningful regulation reform must be implemented, such as my 
current proposal to count, cap, and reduce. Second, I have been 
all over Pennsylvania and I have heard my mission loud and 
clear, I will eliminate property taxes as Governor. Many of our 
children are receiving an outstanding education, but the reality is 
that too many students are graduating from high school without 
the necessary skills to be successful in college or the workforce. 
We must retool and redesign our education system to ensure 
today’s students are adequately prepared to be tomorrow’s adults. 
Without a major overhaul, we will continue to do a great disservice 
to our children and their educators. 

Endorsements: 
NRA grade: A 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania


 
GREEN GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 

PAUL GLOVER 

 

Paul Glover’s website 
Jobs. Glover believes that full employment is possible, since there are 
billions more hours of labor needed to rebuild our cities, suburbs and 
farms so that they are maximally energy efficient and regionally reliant 
for provision of food and fuel. 
Education. Glover supports full funding for public schools so all schools 
have modern libraries, extracurricular activities, bathrooms that work, 
and meals. He believes no funding for charters and their facilities should 
outstrip funding for general public schools in class size, special needs, 
and employment counseling. 
Taxes. Glover supports a progressive income tax. 
Glover’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Shift the State budget toward ecology and justice. 
Aggressively fund energy efficiencies and expand tax credits for 
solar/wind/ cogeneration, to reduce demand for fossil fuels and 
end fracking. Move money from prisons to jobs and schools, and 
from roadbuilding to transit. 
Fully employ all Pennsylvanians to rebuild cities, suburbs 
and farms toward balance with nature, partly with regional credits 
and regional stock exchanges, as described in my book Green 
Jobs Philly. I will establish the Green Labor Administration 

http://www.paulglover.org/governor.html


(GLAD) to employ 500,000 Pennsylvanians without raising taxes. 
The larger purpose is to begin the transition from the Middle Class 
to what I call the Mutual Class. 
Permit formation of community-based medical cooperatives, to 
provide a genuinely nonprofit base for statewide universal health 
coverage that is affordable, democratic, and humane. This is how 
Canada's single payer system began. 

 
LIBERTARIAN GUBERNATORIAL CANDIDATE 

KEN KRAWCHUK 

 

Ken Krawchuk website 
Taxes. Krawchuk promises to veto every tax increase that is presented 
to him and aggressively use the line-item veto to eliminate 
unconstitutional and pork barrel spending. With the savings, he would 
introduce a series of budgets that would completely eliminate the 
Pennsylvania personal income tax. 
Crime. Krawchuk would eliminate parole for violent criminals and end 
asset forfeiture where there has been no crime. 
Drugs. Krawchuk would decriminalize marijuana and other drugs and 
treat them like we do alcohol, pardon all non-violent drug offenders, and 
turn to treatment rather than jail for those suffering from addiction. 
Krawchuck’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

https://www.kenk4pa.com/


The theme of the Krawchuk campaign is Death and Taxes. My 
goal is to reduce both dramatically. Under the two old parties, the 
cost of government has been rising on average at over 3 times 
the inflation rate for over 50 years. To end that trend, I promise to 
veto every tax increase, aggressively use the line item veto, 
eliminate property taxes and reduce the corporate tax. To 
reduce deaths, it’s time to end the Opioid Crisis. Four out of five 
opioid deaths can be prevented by following Portugal’s example 
and ending the insane War on Drugs. Addiction should be treated 
as a medical issue, not a criminal one. To help save lives, the 
right to keep and bear arms should be strongly supported 
because gun control kills. John Lott, a researcher at the 
University of Chicago, found that if a woman resists an attacker, 
she’s twice as likely to be seriously injured. But if she resists with 
a handgun, she’s half as likely to be seriously injured. In other 
words, handguns are a girl’s best friend. 

Lieutenant Gubernatorial Candidates 

DEMOCRATIC LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE 

JOHN FETTERMAN 

 

John Fetterman's website 

https://johnfetterman.com/


Background: Currently the Mayor of Braddock, PA. He was first 
elected in 2005. He has a background in public policy and served in 
AmeriCorps. 
Immigration. Fetterman has stated that he wishes Berks Detention 
Center to be closed immediately. 
Drug policy. Fetterman has publicly endorsed legalizing marijuana. 
Reproductive issues. Fetterman self-describes as “un-abashedly 
pro-choice.” 
LGBTQ+. Fetterman officiated one of the first same-sex marriages in 
Pennsylvania. 
Pay. He supports raising minimum wage to $15/hour. 
Fetterman’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 
I will be a progressive backstop for the Governor, advocate for 
economic justice and our forgotten communities in Pennsylvania, and 
utilize and transform the office of the Lt Governor to its fullest 
potential. 
Endorsements: 

NRA grade: F 
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
Sierra Club 

 
REPUBLICAN LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE 

JEFF BARTOS 

 

Jeff Bartos's website 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://gunsensevoter.org/
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
https://www.sierraclub.org/pennsylvania/2018-endorsements
https://wagnerbartos.com/


Background: Owns a contracting company and several real estate 
acquisition and development companies active in the Greater 
Philadelphia market, and previously served as a senior executive at Toll 
Brothers, Inc. and Mark Group, Inc. 
Economy. Bartos seeks to promote economic policies that will help 
make the staples of a middle class life–home ownership, healthcare, 
and education–more affordable. 
Education. Bartos is in favor of increasing access to school choice 
programs. 
Bartos’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

(Candidate did not respond.) 
Endorsements: 

NRA grade: AQ 
Firearms Owners Against Crime 

 
GREEN LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE 

JOCOLYN BOWSER-BOSTICK 

 

Jocolyn Bowser-Bostick’s website 
Background: Chair of the Green Party of Delaware County PA and the 
state level Green Party by serving as an At-Large Delegate on the 
steering committee of the Green Party of Pennsylvania (GPPA). Worked 
as a lab technician for 24 years. 
Environment. Bowser-Bostick would end fossil fuel extraction and use 
and make our economy 100% reliant on clean and renewable energy 
sources. 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://www.gpofpa.org/jocolyn_bowser_bostick_2018


Healthcare. Bowser-Bostick supports universal healthcare for all in the 
U.S. 
Foreign Relations. Bowser-Bostick supports ending U.S. funding of 
and involvement in violent conflicts around the world and cutting the 
U.S. military budget by more than half. 
Bowser-Bostick’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from 
vote411.org) 

Reduce the future environmental damage and human suffering 
from climate change and the current ruination of people's health, 
safety and property values by banning gas and oil fracking and 
the building of pipelines that carry gas or natural gas liquids. 
We must improve energy efficiency, use less energy, and 
eliminate dirty energy systems of which fossil fuels are the biggest 
component by becoming 100% reliant by 2050 on clean & 
renewable energy sources. By adopting laws such as 
HB2132/SB1140 that reinforce the goal of becoming solely reliant 
on 100% clean energy we will improve our health, save lives, and 
create thousands of green jobs. 
End poverty that forces people to live in unhealthy homes, be 
homeless, and fear that they or their family members will have to 
go hungry or do without vital medical/mental health services. 
Protect the economic, social & political rights of women, racial 
minorities, believers of any faith and those of any gender identity 
or sexual orientation. 

 
LIBERTARIAN LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CANDIDATE 

KATHLEEN S. SMITH 



 

Kathleen S. Smith’s website 
Background. Currently Vice-President of the Canonsburg and 
Washington chapters of the PA Federation of Business and 
Professional Women, certified trainer in their Individual Development 
program for women. Treasurer of the Community Scholarship 
Foundation of Canon-McMillan. Was active with the PA School Board 
Association and appointed to their Legislative and Nomination 
committees, sat on the Western Area Career and Technical School’s 
Board. Smith was a manger for Borders Books & Music for over 20 
years. 
Pensions. Smith supports moving to a 401(k) plan for all employees 
eligible for the state pension plan. The current "reform" plan is 
underfunded. 
Economic Development. Smith would make it easier to get new 
businesses started by removing barriers to entry and would minimize 
and simplify licensing, permitting, and zoning. 
Smith’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from vote411.org): 

(Candidate did not respond.) 

5th Congressional District Candidates 
View a Google map of Pennsylvania's Congressional districts (click on the 5 in 
the left column to see the boundaries of the 5th Congressional District). 

https://www.facebook.com/kathy4ltgov/
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=164ego60Sag6X7rZMo0XEoqdADuhHtiH5&ll=41.13283156472189%2C-77.60467650000004&z=7


DEMOCRATIC 5TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CANDIDATE 

MARY GAY SCANLON 

 

Mary Gay Scanlon is also the Democratic candidate for the 7th 
Congressional District Special Election 
PA District 5 Congressional Democratic Candidate questionnaire PDF 
(March 3, 2018 H-CAN forum) 
Mary Gay Scanlon's website 
Scanlon’s response at the 5th District Congressional Candidates Town 
Hall (April 7, 2018) 
Scanlon’s response to question “You’ve been elected, what’s the first 
thing you’d do?” (H-CAN PA-D5 Democratic Congressional Candidate 
Forum YouTube (March 3rd, 2018) 
Delco Dems 5th Congressional District Forum in Upper Darby (starts: 
14:25 and her response to the gun safety/control question: 28:36) 
Background: An attorney with a focus on child advocacy and co-chair 
of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Pro Bono Committee. Previously 
President of the Wallingford-Swarthmore School District Board of 
Directors, an attorney for the Education Law Center of Pennsylvania 
and Judicial Clerk for the Superior Court of Pennsylvania. 
Education. Scanlon supports legislation that would provide universal 
pre-K, institute student loan reform and debt relief, remove barriers to 
higher education, and expand IDEA and Title I funding and 
enforcement. 

https://www.h-can.org/7th-congressional-district-candidates-special-election/
https://www.h-can.org/7th-congressional-district-candidates-special-election/
https://www.h-can.org/s/Scanlon-Mary-Gay-5th-District-Candidate-Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.scanlonforcongress.com/
https://youtu.be/Sb6ZERhIgLY?t=21m30s
https://youtu.be/Sb6ZERhIgLY?t=21m30s
https://youtu.be/VlNdKRz1Z3E?t=18m25s
https://youtu.be/VlNdKRz1Z3E?t=18m25s
https://www.facebook.com/100010109376966/videos/595363910810583/


Voting reform. Scanlon would seek to expand the Voting Rights Act by 
reauthorizing the portions of the act that were gutted by the Shelby 
decision, protect elections from foreign and domestic interference, 
institute automatic voter registration, restore voting rights for nonviolent 
felons, and end partisan gerrymandering. 
Gender equity. Scanlon aims to fight for reproductive health and 
insurance, access to birth control, teen pregnancy prevention, equal pay 
for equal work, affordable child care, and accountability for sexual 
harassers. 
Guns. Scanlon supports reducing gun violence by implementing 
stronger and universal background checks, closing gun show loopholes, 
reinstating the assault weapon ban, requiring domestic abusers to 
surrender firearms, and funding research into the causes of gun 
violence. 
Scanlon’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from vote411.org): 

My first priority is stopping the Trump agenda and its attack on 
our American values. My focus will be on gender equity, public 
education and voting rights. 

Endorsements: 
Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
NRA grade: F 
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 

 
REPUBLICAN 5TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CANDIDATE 

PEARL KIM 

https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://gunsensevoter.org/
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/


 

Pearl Kim's website 
Immigration. Kim supports securing our borders so that we can 
responsibly develop an immigration policy that is humane and effective 
to propel American growth.  Pearl believes that Dreamers under DACA, 
who have otherwise followed our laws, should be afforded a path to 
citizenship. 
Opioids. Kim wants to hold drug dealers accountable and ensure that 
the painkillers are properly prescribed. Kim views addiction as an illness 
that requires treatment without judgement. 
Gun policy. Kim supports supports background checks for firearms, 
closing loopholes and ensuring that law enforcement has the tools they 
need to get troubled youth the help they need. 
Education. Kim would support Federal assistance in reducing barriers 
to job training and wants universities to be held accountable for 
escalating tuition rates. 
Healthcare. Kim wants states to be in charge of ensuring health 
coverage for residents. She holds the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, which started in Pennsylvania, as a model for the country. 
Kim’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from vote411.org): 

I want to continue the nation’s current economic growth by 
holding the line on taxes and focusing on maintaining and 
creating both tech and manufacturing jobs in the region. I’m 
particularly concerned about the impacts that federal regulations 
could have on our local jobs in the manufacturing and energy 
sectors. As the daughter of immigrants, I will work to address the 
issue of illegal immigration and securing our borders in some 

https://www.pearlkimforcongress.com/


fashion so we can focus on legal immigration. I will use my 
experience as a prosecutor in the Delaware County District 
Attorney’s Office to address the issues of human trafficking, sex 
crimes, the opioid crisis, mental health, and campus sexual 
assault. 

7th U.S. Congressional District Candidates 
- Special Election 
Governor Tom Wolf has called for a Special Election to replace U.S. 
Representative Patrick Meehan, who resigned his 7th Congressional District 
seat on April 27, 2018.  The Special Election is being held in conjunction with 
the General Election on Tuesday, November 6, 2018. View Governor Tom 
Wolf's announcement.  In Pennsylvania Special Elections, there are no 
partisan primaries; local party delegates choose their candidates.  The winner 
of the Special Election will serve for approximately two months until the end of 
the year, when the newly drawn PA Congressional district lines will go into 
effect. 

DEMOCRATIC 7TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CANDIDATE 

MARY GAY SCANLON 

 

Mary Gay Scanlon is also the Democratic candidate for the newly drawn 
5th Congressional District 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-announces-plans-special-congressional-elections/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-announces-plans-special-congressional-elections/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/governor-wolf-announces-plans-special-congressional-elections/
https://www.h-can.org/5th-congressional-district-candidates-november-2018/
https://www.h-can.org/5th-congressional-district-candidates-november-2018/


PA District 5 Congressional Democratic Candidate questionnaire PDF 
(March 3, 2018 H-CAN forum) 
Mary Gay Scanlon's website 
Scanlon’s response at the 5th District Congressional Candidates Town 
Hall (April 7, 2018) 
Scanlon’s response to question “You’ve been elected, what’s the first 
thing you’d do?” (H-CAN PA-D5 Democratic Congressional Candidate 
Forum YouTube (March 3rd, 2018) 
Delco Dems 5th Congressional District Forum in Upper Darby (starts: 
14:25 and her response to the gun safety/control question: 28:36) 
Background: An attorney with a focus on child advocacy and co-chair 
of the Philadelphia Bar Association’s Pro Bono Committee. Previously 
President of the Wallingford-Swarthmore School District Board of 
Directors, an attorney for the Education Law Center of Pennsylvania 
and Judicial Clerk for the Superior Court of Pennsylvania. 
Education. Scanlon supports legislation that would provide universal 
pre-K, institute student loan reform and debt relief, remove barriers to 
higher education, and expand IDEA and Title I funding and 
enforcement. 
Voting reform. Scanlon would seek to expand the Voting Rights Act by 
reauthorizing the portions of the act that were gutted by the Shelby 
decision, protect elections from foreign and domestic interference, 
institute automatic voter registration, restore voting rights for nonviolent 
felons, and end partisan gerrymandering. 
Gender equity. Scanlon aims to fight for reproductive health and 
insurance, access to birth control, teen pregnancy prevention, equal pay 
for equal work, affordable child care, and accountability for sexual 
harassers. 
Guns. Scanlon supports reducing gun violence by implementing 
stronger and universal background checks, closing gun show loopholes, 
reinstating the assault weapon ban, requiring domestic abusers to 
surrender firearms, and funding research into the causes of gun 
violence. 

https://www.h-can.org/s/Scanlon-Mary-Gay-5th-District-Candidate-Questionnaire.pdf
https://www.scanlonforcongress.com/
https://youtu.be/Sb6ZERhIgLY?t=21m30s
https://youtu.be/Sb6ZERhIgLY?t=21m30s
https://youtu.be/VlNdKRz1Z3E?t=18m25s
https://youtu.be/VlNdKRz1Z3E?t=18m25s
https://www.facebook.com/100010109376966/videos/595363910810583/


Scanlon’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from vote411.org): 
My first priority is stopping the Trump agenda and its attack on 
our American values. My focus will be on gender equity, public 
education and voting rights. 

Endorsements: 
Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
NRA grade: F 
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 

 
REPUBLICAN 7TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 
CANDIDATE 

PEARL KIM 

On August 3, 2018, The Mercury News reported that Kim will face Scanlon in 
the 7th Congressional district special election. 

 

Pearl Kim's website 
Immigration. Kim supports securing our borders so that we can 
responsibly develop an immigration policy that is humane and effective 
to propel American growth.  Pearl believes that Dreamers under DACA, 
who have otherwise followed our laws, should be afforded a path to 
citizenship. 
Opioids. Kim wants to hold drug dealers accountable and ensure that 
the painkillers are properly prescribed. Kim views addiction as an illness 
that requires treatment without judgement. 

https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://gunsensevoter.org/
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
http://www.pottsmerc.com/article/MP/20180803/NEWS/180809916
http://www.pottsmerc.com/article/MP/20180803/NEWS/180809916
http://www.pottsmerc.com/article/MP/20180803/NEWS/180809916
https://www.pearlkimforcongress.com/


Gun policy. Kim supports supports background checks for firearms, 
closing loopholes and ensuring that law enforcement has the tools they 
need to get troubled youth the help they need. 
Education. Kim would support Federal assistance in reducing barriers 
to job training and wants universities to be held accountable for 
escalating tuition rates. 
Healthcare. Kim wants states to be in charge of ensuring health 
coverage for residents. She holds the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program, which started in Pennsylvania, as a model for the country. 
Kim’s Top 3 Priorities (in her own words, from vote411.org): 

I want to continue the nation’s current economic growth by 
holding the line on taxes and focusing on maintaining and 
creating both tech and manufacturing jobs in the region. I’m 
particularly concerned about the impacts that federal regulations 
could have on our local jobs in the manufacturing and energy 
sectors. As the daughter of immigrants, I will work to address the 
issue of illegal immigration and securing our borders in some 
fashion so we can focus on legal immigration. I will use my 
experience as a prosecutor in the Delaware County District 
Attorney’s Office to address the issues of human trafficking, sex 
crimes, the opioid crisis, mental health, and campus sexual 
assault. 

PA 163rd State Representative Candidates 
Learn more about the Pennsylvania House of State Representatives District 
163rd. 

DEMOCRATIC PA 163RD STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
CANDIDATE 

MIKE ZABEL 

https://ballotpedia.org/Pennsylvania_House_of_Representatives_District_163#


 

Mike Zabel's website 
Background: Lifelong resident of Delaware County. Zabel served as an 
Assistant District Attorney in Philadelphia and is currently an Attorney at 
Rawle & Henderson. 
Education. Zabel seeks to address the financial disparity among our 
school districts by applying the fair funding formula to all 
Commonwealth education funds. 
Guns. Zabel seeks to advocate for gun control legislation, including 
universal background checks and bans on assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines. Zabel believes that people convicted of 
felonies, who have committed domestic violence, or who suffer from 
severe mental illness should not be able to get a gun.  
Equality. Zabel seeks to sponsor legislation that ensures women 
receive equal pay for equal work. He also seeks to pass laws that 
protect every Pennsylvanian against discrimination based on gender, 
race, religion, age, and sexual orientation. 
Environment. Zabel believes Pennsylvania should be a leader in 
conservation and environmental protection, and he wants to work to 
create more green space in Havertown, Drexel Hill, Clifton Heights, and 
Aldan, and strengthen our Department of Environmental Protection.  
Voting reform. Zabel seeks to enact sweeping electoral and campaign 
finance reform, including a gift ban, political contribution limits, and an 
independent citizens commission for redrawing our voting districts. 
Zabel’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Strengthening opportunities for the residents of the 163rd: 
we need fairer funding for our public schools, protection of our 

https://www.votezabel.com/


unions and stronger wages, and a commitment to invest in and 
improve our infrastructure. 
Bringing integrity to politics: Pennsylvanians want electoral 
reform. I will work to depoliticize the redistricting process, place 
limitations on political contributions, and implement a gift ban for 
all elected officials. 
Fighting for fairness: I'll work to lighten the tax burden for 
ordinary Pennsylvanians while making sure that large 
corporations, such as gas companies. pay their fair share. I'll fight 
for legislation that ensures that women receive equal pay for 
equal work. I'll help enact laws that prevent anyone from being 
discriminated against because of who they are or whom they love. 

Endorsements: 
Conservation Voters of PA  
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety  
National Association of Social Workers  
National Organization for Women (NOW)  
NRA grade: F 
Philadelphia Federation of Teachers  
Planned Parenthood 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
Sierra Club 
United Auto Workers  

 
REPUBLICAN PA 163RD STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
CANDIDATE 

JAMIE SANTORA 

https://www.conservationpa.org/
https://gunsensevoter.org/
https://www.socialworkers.org/advocacy/policy-issues
https://pennsylvanianow.org/
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://www.pft.org/
http://www.plannedparenthoodpa.org/vg.php#PAHouse
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
https://www.sierraclub.org/pennsylvania/2018-endorsements
https://uaw.org/


 

Jamie Santora's website 
Background: Drexel Hill native who serves in the Pennsylvania House 
of Representatives, representing the 163rd District. 
Education. Santora supports a 4% tax on shale gas benefitting public 
education. 
Reproductive issues. Santora voted "yes" for the 20-week abortion 
ban, later vetoed by Governor Wolf. 
Voting. Santora did not sign on to Fair Districts HB722 to establish an 
Independent Redistricting Commission in Pennsylvania. 
Guns. Santora is sponsoring a universal background check bill right 
now, and has put forth a bill to ban private sales of guns. He opposed a 
bill that would allow local ordinances on gun control to override state 
laws. 
Opiods. Provided millions in additional funding and introduced 
legislation to combat the opioid and heroin epidemic.  
Santora’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Candidate did not respond. 
Endorsements: 

Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
Mom's Demand Action/Everytown for Gun Safety 
NRA grade: D 
Pennsylvania American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (PA AFL-CIO) 
Pennsylvania Association of Staff Nurses and Allied Professionals  

http://www.repsantora.com/
https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
https://gunsensevoter.org/
https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
https://www.pasnap.com/


166th PA State Representative Candidates 
Learn more about the Pennsylvania House of State Representatives District 
166th. 

DEMOCRATIC PA 166TH STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
CANDIDATE 

GREG VITALI 

 

Greg Vitali's website 
Background: State Representative Greg Vitali has served as the first 
Democratic legislator from the 166th district since 1993. Vitali has 
served for 24 years on the House Environmental Resource and Energy 
Committee, four as Democratic Chairman. 
Environment. Vitali has made the environment his greatest priority as a 
state legislator, and his primary focus in the legislature has been on 
climate and energy issues. 
Fracking. Vitali has fought against the undue influence of the gas 
drilling industry in Harrisburg and recently exposed their spending in a 
report, Marcellus Money and the Pennsylvania Legislature. 
Vitali’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

(Candidate did not respond.) 
Endorsements: 

Delaware County United for Sensible Gun Policy  
Pennsylvania American Federation of Labor and Congress of 
Industrial Organizations (PA AFL-CIO) 

https://ballotpedia.org/Pennsylvania_House_of_Representatives_District_166#
http://www.votevitali.com/
https://www.delcotimes.com/news/delco-gun-control-group-announces-endorsements/article_cc1e58ac-bde0-11e8-b080-070f32b841fb.html
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316
http://www.paaflcio.org/?page_id=316


Planned Parenthood 
Service Employees International Union (SEIU) 
Sierra Club 

 
REPUBLICAN PA 166TH STATE REPRESENTATIVE 
CANDIDATE 

BALTAZAR RUBIO 

 

Baltazar Rubio's website 
Background: Baltazar Rubio is a trial attorney for the Delaware County 
Office of the Public Defender. Rubio also has a private practice office in 
Upper Darby, PA, where he practices Family Law, Landlord Tenant Law 
and fights for small businesses in Contractor Sub-Contractor claim suits. 
Addiction/opioids. Rubio supports legislation to increase public 
funding for treatment centers, require sober living facilities to provide 
safe transition facilities, and regulate opioid prescription guidelines, 
including physician education requisites concerning pain management 
vs. addiction. He also supports legislation to provide medical treatment 
for an addiction as opposed to immediate incarceration and prosecution. 
Auto laws. Rubio supports legislation to strengthen the motor vehicle 
code to require hands-free devices and increase the penalties for 
texting while driving and careless driving. 
Rubio’s Top 3 Priorities (in his own words, from vote411.org): 

Public education, public safety and improvements of local 
infrastructure are what I perceive to be priorities for the district 

http://www.plannedparenthoodpa.org/vg.php#Governor
http://seiupa.org/2018/04/10/seiu-pa-state-council-announces-endorsed-candidates-for-2018-primary-election/
https://www.sierraclub.org/pennsylvania/2018-endorsements
https://www.facebook.com/voterubio166/


and Radnor specifically. Maintaining the district’s excellence and 
working with the school board to continue this would be the first 
priority. Secondly, public safety will be greatly improved by 
working to tackle the opioid epidemic. For over a decade I have 
seen the destructive effects of addiction and believe that we must 
take more creative approaches to the issue than just simple 
incarceration. We can also work with care providers to limit 
prescription and use of opioids, and direct the insurance carriers 
to include “other than opioid” treatments for pain relief in the list of 
available remedies. Lastly, I have seen and heard form residents 
that recent flooding was due to the need for storm water system 
modernization. Improvements must be made so finding funds to 
do so would be a priority. 

Endorsements: 
NRA grade: F 

Frequently Asked Questions 

NOVEMBER 6, 2018 GENERAL ELECTION 

When is Election Day? 
What is it? 
Am I registered to vote? 
I'm going to be out of town on Election Day, how can I vote? 
Where do I go to vote? 
Do I need identification to vote? 
What if the poll worker says I cannot vote there? 
What if I need assistance when voting? 
Can convicted felons vote? 
We’re not voting for the president—why does it matter if I vote in a 
midterm general election? 
Why is there a special election? 
How did H-CAN develop the voting guide? 

https://www.nrapvf.org/grades/Pennsylvania
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#one
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#two
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#four
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#five
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#six
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#seven
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#eight
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#nine
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#ten
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https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#eleven
https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#twelve


What’s your plan? 

1. When is Election Day? 
Tuesday, November 6, 2018, 7 a.m.–8 p.m. 
 
2. What is it? 
On November 6, a midterm general election for various federal and state 
offices will be held. Federal offices that are up for election in the midterm are 
U.S. Senate and U.S. House of Representatives (5th district); and we will also 
select a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, Representative to the Pennsylvania 
State Assembly, and, in some cases, Pennsylvania State Senator. 
 
3. Am I registered to vote? 
Check by going to votespa.com and click on “Check Your Registration 
Status.” The deadline to register for the general election was October 9, 
2018. 
 
4. I’m going to be out of town on Election Day, how can I vote? 
Request an absentee ballot online at votespa.com. It takes two minutes to fill 
out the form. When your ballot arrives, fill it out, send it in and you’re done! 
 
5. Where do I go to vote? 
Find your polling place here. 
 
6. Do I need ID to vote? 
If you are voting for the first time in your precinct, yes. You will need to bring a 
form of ID with you to the polls. It does NOT need to be a photo ID. For a list 
of approved forms of identification, check out VotesPA website. 
If you have voted in your precinct before, you should not be asked for 
identification and you are NOT required to show ID. 
 
7. What if the poll worker says I cannot vote there? 

https://www.h-can.org/frequently-asked-questions-november-2018/#twenty
http://www.votespa.com/
http://www.votespa.com/
http://www.votespa.com/
http://www.votespa.com/
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx
https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx
http://www.votespa.com/en-us/Pages/First-Time-Voter.aspx
http://www.votespa.com/en-us/Pages/First-Time-Voter.aspx


When you go to your polling place to vote but your name does not appear in 
the poll book or supplemental poll book, you can still vote. The local officials 
should place a call to the county board of elections to confirm your 
registration. The board of elections can determine whether you are registered 
and in the correct precinct. If you are registered but you are in the wrong 
precinct, you will be directed to the correct precinct. If the board of elections 
cannot find your name in its voter registration database, or if you are unable to 
go to another precinct, you are entitled to use a provisional ballot. You must 
be careful to follow the instructions when filling out the provisional ballot 
envelope. Voting by regular ballot is preferred to ensure that every vote is 
counted, and voting by provisional ballot should be the last resort. 
 
8. What if I need assistance when voting? 
You have the right to assistance at the polling place, including foreign 
language or literacy assistance. You may select any person to assist you as 
long as the person is not your employer or union representative or the Judge 
of Elections. Voters do not need to be designated in the poll book as 
“assistance permitted” to receive help. A person who wants assistance will be 
asked to sign an Assistance Declaration at the precinct, unless the poll book 
already indicates “assistance permitted.” Voters also have the right to refuse 
assistance. 
 
9. Can convicted felons vote? 
Yes, the law has recently changed. Also, folks on parole can vote. However, 
in either case you must register to vote if you have not already done so. 
 
10. We’re not voting for the president—why does it matter if I vote in a 
midterm general election? 
Democracy depends on We the People! 
Several recent elections have been extremely close, and the power dynamic 
in Washington, DC, and Harrisburg depends on YOUR VOTES. Furthermore, 
when we vote for our state and local officials, we make choices that will have 
direct and concrete effects on on daily lives. 



A representational democracy depends on citizens exercising their right to 
vote - in each and every election. 
 
11. Why is there a Special Election? 
This year, there is a special election that will be held in conjunction with the 
general election on November 6, 2018. The special election is to replace the 
current U.S Congressional District 7 seat formerly held by U.S. 
Representative Patrick Meehan, who resigned from office on April 27, 2018, 
leaving a vacancy. PA Governor Tom Wolf called for the special election to be 
held on the same day as the November general election because of cost and 
practical considerations.  The winner of the special election will hold the seat 
for approximately two months until the new PA Congressional district lines go 
into effect at the beginning of 2019. 
 
12. How did H-CAN develop the voting guide? 
We gathered content from candidate websites, from statements that 
candidates offered in response to our email requests, and from public 
candidate statements. Because much of this information came directly from 
the candidates, H-CAN takes no responsibility for any information that may be 
erroneous. You’ll see several issues highlighted for each candidate; these are 
the issues that appear to matter the most to these candidates, based on their 
public statements. We invite you to use our guide as a starting place to help 
you further research candidates that interest you. 
 
13. What’s your plan? 
Finally, here are some questions for you. Do you know where your polling 
place is? (Find your polling place here.)  What time of day will you 
vote—morning or evening or in-between? Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
We will see you there! 

https://www.pavoterservices.pa.gov/Pages/PollingPlaceInfo.aspx

